
Preparing a fynbos business for climate change 
Climate change will impact on wild and cultivated fynbos – with fynbos 

businesses also likely to be affected. But farmers and landowners can 
already start taking steps to prepare themselves for these changes. 

According to Dr Stephanie Midgley of the African Climate & Development 
Initiative at the University of Cape Town, the fynbos biome will undergo 
many changes as temperatures increase and rainfall patterns change. She 
was speaking at the Cape Flora AGM on 14 June 2016 in Cape Town. 

Dr Midgley is the co-author of the Western Cape Climate Change Response 
Framework and Implementation Plan, also known as SmartAgri. The 
framework was developed through cooperation between the Western Cape 
Department of Agriculture, the Western Cape Department of Environmental 
Affairs and Development Planning and a range of other stakeholders. 

A SmartAgri brief for the Fynbos Cutflower sector is available here: 
www.greenagri.org.za/assets/documents-/SmartAgri/Briefs-/13-Brief-for-the-
Fynbos-Cutflower-sector.pdf 

Flowering times will shift

Dr Midgley said the Western Cape will likely see temperature increases of 
between one and three degrees Celsius up to the mid-century.  This will 
impact on both the wild and cultivated fynbos sectors. Fynbos species will 
migrate in the fynbos biome, and flowering times will shift. 
She said, “There will need to be monitoring to see where natural species 
are migrating to.” Pests and diseases are also an unknown in the face of 
climate change. “If a disease pops up and we don’t know it, plans should be 
in place. Emergency funds may need to be made available.” 

Impacts on the cultivated sector

For the cultivated sector, Dr Midgley says irrigation will change. “Irrigated 
crops will need between 8-10% more water to cope with rising tempera-

tures. The warming causes lots of evaporation. This is concerning as we’re 
already running into a situation of water scarcity.” Cultivar choices will also 
have to be made based on the microclimate of the planting site. She sug-
gests farmers have management strategies in place. “Anybody in farming 
must have a drought plan.” 

Fine-scale mapping will also support farming practices. “Farmers should 
map where things currently do well. This will help medium to long term farm 
plans for cultivar replacement.” She said, “Good farm records and data 
should also be kept and consolidated, even as climate science develops. If 
we only start in 10 or 20 years’ time, it is going to be too late.” 
To read the full SmartAgri plan, visit: www.greenagri.org.za.  

Droogte toestande impak die 
Droeëblombedryf 

Bestellings in die droeëblombedryf is effens hoër is as verlede jaar. Vol-
gens Thys Basson, Voorsitter van ‘Dried Flowers Export Association’ 

(Dexa), is die uitvoer bestellings ongeveer 5% hoër vir 2016 teenoor 2015. 
Tog was verlede jaar se verkope omtrent 15% laer as 2014. 
Die bekommernis kom as gevolg van die droogte toestande in die Wes-
Kaap. Hy sê die droogte gaan veroorsaak dat daar ‘n impak op 2017 se 
oeste sal wees. 

Dit is ook van groot belang dat produsente en uitvoerders fokus op die 
kwaliteit van produkte. Basson skryf in sy Voorsitter’s verslag: “Dit is vir 
ons as Dexa lede belangrik om produkte van goeie gehalte in die mark 
te verkoop en produsente moet nie swakker kwaliteit in die mark verkoop 
wat nie deur Dexa lede gekontroleer is nie.” Hy glo pryse en geleenthede 
wat aanloklik lyk op die korttermyn, die mark onstabiel kan maak op die 
langtermyn. 

New study in the wild fynbos sector

A new study in the fynbos industry is aiming to better understand the 
scale and structure of fynbos harvesting in the wild, including its ethical 

compliance with environmental, social and economic legislation and best 
practice. The study is being driven by Cape Flora South Africa, with Flower 
Valley Conservation Trust implementing the activities. Funding has been 
provided by the Table Mountain Fund, an associated Trust of WWF-South 
Africa.

The study aims to better understand the characteristics of the industry, 
to enable Cape Flora SA to provide marketing and other support to wild 
harvesters. It’s also hoped the study will provide more information on the 
ethical practices employed across the industry. The research team is now 
interviewing key players in the industry. All information from the study is 
being treated confidentially.

For more information, contact Kathy O’Grady: kathy@flowervalley.co.za
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First isiXhosa fynbos field guide now available 

The first known isiXhosa fynbos field guide has been launched. The Field Guide for Wild Flower Har-
vesting, also available in English and Afrikaans, supports fynbos pickers to know which fynbos spe-

cies can be picked in the veld, and how to pick responsibly. It is the work of a partnership between Flower 
Valley Conservation Trust and the Universities of Durham and Newcastle. 

The guide and other sustainable harvesting support tools were officially launched at Kirstenbosch on Fri-
day, 20 May. The launch was attended by the likes of CapeNature, WWF-South Africa, retailers, munici-
palities and tertiary institutions. 

Co-author of the field guide, Gerhard van Deventer, said the guide describes 41 fynbos species that are 
harvested on the Agulhas Plain and beyond. “The booklet will come in handy if you’re in the veld and are 
wondering if you’re allowed to pick a specie.” While the guide is aimed at harvesters and landowners, it 
can also be used by tertiary institutions and others. 

Flower Valley Conservation Trust’s Mntambo Nakwa, who supported the translation of the guide into isiX-
hosa, said translating fynbos-related words into isiXhosa proved a challenge. For example, there are no 
words for flower parts like the bract and petal in isiXhosa. “Some words simply can’t be translated directly. 
In Xhosa there is one word for the flower and all its parts: Igqabi. So many words need an explanation.”

Other tools to support sustainable fynbos harvesting were also introduced at the event. Fynbos harvesting training videos, also available in English, Afri-
kaans and isiXhosa, have been created. And a field assessment tool has been developed, allowing land users to gauge at what level they are caring for 
their fybnbos resources, and how they can potentially improve. 

These tools are in support of the Sustainable Harvesting Programme (SHP), driven by Flower Valley Conservation Trust across the fynbos industry. 
The SHP serves as an assurance programme, offering fynbos suppliers and landowners support to enter on a journey towards full sustainability. The 
programme aims to provide assurance to retailers and consumers, that the fynbos bouquets they buy are not harming the natural veld, while social and 
labour compliance is met. 

The Programme is supported by the European Union and the WWF Nedbank Green Trust. For more information, contact heather@flowervalley.co.za

Fynbos wildfires: An integrated approach is 
needed 

Fire Protection Associations (FPAs) are 
becoming stronger across the fynbos 
landscape. And are proving instrumental in 
tackling wildfires. An FPA is an organization 
formed by landowners to predict, prevent, 
manage and help fight wildfires in order to 
protect lives, livelihoods, property and the 
environment. According to Louise Wessels, 
Manager of the Greater Overberg FPA at 
the Cape Flora AGM in June, the FPAs 
support coordination with landowners. The 
FPA office is also responsible for predicting 
and identifying fire hotspots, to pro-actively 
prevent wildfires. 
FPAs also support landowners to meet their 
legal obligations in terms of the National 
Veld, Forest and Fire Act of 102 of 1998. 

Landowners should have a fire manage-
ment plan in place for his or her property. 
As part of this, they are responsible for 
establishing and maintaining fire breaks. 
Signed agreements between neighbours 
are encouraged, to ensure landowners sup-
port each other in creating fire breaks, and 
in preventing wildfires. 
Members of the goFPA enjoy benefits such 
as assistance in achieving legal compli-
ance; free firefighting by Overberg Fire & 
Rescue; support with training, coordination 
at wildfires and fire prevention activities and 
awareness. 
For more information on how to become a 
member, visit www.overbergfpa.co.za 
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Take note Fynbos exporters and 
pickers

Fynbos harvesters and landowners picking fynbos in the 
Overberg are being requested to provide CapeNature 

with farm and portion numbers where harvesting is taking 
place. According to CapeNature’s Andrae Marais, those 
applying for flora seller/grower, import/export permits should 
include the information in their renewal or first applications. 
These steps will help the office to better monitor and man-
age harvesting in the Overberg.
 
New fees have also been implemented from April 2016. The 
Protected Flora Grower /Seller application fee remains the 
same, but an increase for Protected Flora Exporters and 
Importers increased to R150 for a month permit and R2000 
per dealer. Marais thanked all harvesters and exporters 
who have worked with CapeNature. Anyone seeking further 
information should contact the Overberg CapeNature office 
on 021 483 0190, or visit http://www.capenature.co.za/
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