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MINUTES OF THE FYNBOS JOINT MARKETING FORUM MEETING HELD ON  

26 NOVEMBER 2014 AT 10:00 IN THE CFPA BOARDROOM, PAARL 
 

 

Attendance:   John Walsh   Marius Huysamer  Willem Verhoogt 

 Lynn Hoffman   Beyers Beyers   Cino Gironi   

 Bren Badenhorst   Arnold Williams   Dirk Troskie 

 Bongiswa Matoti   Theunis Jordaan  Nina Goosen 

 

Apologies: Gerhard Malan  Clive Ingram   Brian Bothma 

 Rob Duncan  Malcolm Wallace  Lesley Richardson 

 Paul de Villiers  Neil Hall   Bryan Michell 

 Johan Gerber  Alexandra de Mooij 

  

 

 

1. Welcome and apologies 

John Walsh welcomed everyone. 
 

2. Declaration of interests 

Fynbos JMF and its members are committed to comply with the provisions of appropriate legislation 

applicable to its activities and endeavours to conduct its business accordingly. 

Fynbos JMF is committed to an ongoing awareness of provisions of the Companies Act, competition 

and related legislation and a compliance program. 

Fynbos JMF will endeavour to expose and inform members on relevant aspects of related 

legislation. 

Fynbos JMF will encourage members to declare any conflict of interest which may arise during 

meetings and to raise any competition issues. 

Fynbos JMF will ensure that its meetings are held in a competition compliant manner. 
 

3. Approval of minutes and finalising of agenda 

The minutes of the previous meeting was approved. 

Marius added a point – 5.2 Post Harvest Innovation Fund. 
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4. Nomination of 2 members by the JMF for the Cape Flora SA board 

The Cape Flora SA board requested that the JMF nominate two members to join the board. It was 

decided that there was not enough representation at the meeting, so an e-mail will be sent out to all 

members. Send an e-mail to the industry requesting nominations.               Action: Theunis Jordaan 

 

5. Matters arising 

5.1. Air vs. sea freight differentiation 

These ties into the Post-Harvest Innovation research fund that will be done, so this point can be 

removed from the agenda. 

 

5.2. Post-Harvest Innovation (PHI) Fund 

There are 3 research projects: 

First project: Sea freight containers specifically focused on venting and looking at all the possible 

conditions of freezing up, condensation, heating etc.  

Second project: Pulsing technology for proteas. 

Third project: Collaboration between Lynn Hoffman and Shelly Johnson looking at the controlled 

atmosphere temperature treatment system for phytosanitary pest control. 

 

These three rated the highest priority out of 40 possible projects. It will cost the industry 

R300 000 and we are leveraging R700 000 from the PHI program. And that is excluding the 

bursaries. 

 

6. Information 

6.1. Review of past season 2013/2014 

Theunis Jordaan from HORTGRO made the presentation for the review of the previous season. 

The presentation is available on request. 

 

There was a query on the variety name “Gonna” that has been exported. We should just make 

sure what exactly it is. It might have to go under Greens and not Grasses. 

             Action: Theunis Jordaan 

 

6.2. Export estimates 2014/2015 

Theunis Jordaan reported on the export and production estimates. The presentation is 

available on request. If there are some disagreements with the estimates then Mariette can be 

contacted. 

 

These figures are until the end of Sept 2014. The new figures until the end of December 2014 

will be distributed once it is available.                  Action: Theunis Jordaan 

 

The export destinations are not handed in to us by the exporters. The figures we get are from 

PPECB. The latest figures should be followed up.                Action: Theunis Jordaan 
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6.3. Exchange rate 

The Rand is 1% weaker currently compared to last year the same time in week 47 against the 

Euro. Compared to the Pound the Rand is 6% weaker and to the Dollar the Rand is 9% weaker 

compared to last year the same time in week 47. 

 

6.4. General market feedback 

Marius mentioned that his perception on farm level was that the All Saints period has shrunk. It 

used to be a 3 week stretch, but this year it was very short. It is not known if this could be due 

to people moving towards not holding any stock. 

Particularly in Europe we are seeing an aversion to speculative minds and stock holding 

particularly at Green Port at wholesale level. The accepted perception in the European market 

is that the product is essentially on tap and that they don’t have to assume the risk of buying on 

one positions, but when they engage an importer for a product it will be there within 3 or 4 

days. There is definitely still a trend towards risk aversion. Clients are putting in their orders 

later and later and their base orders are becoming smaller and smaller. Nobody is stocking 

warehouses in Europe with our product. 

 

The issue of loading 20-foot containers compared to co-loading 40-foot containers was 

discussed. This has a big cost implication and JMF members should be aware that the option is 

there. This will be an ongoing discussion between the producers and exporters to optimize the 

logistics. 

 

7. Market development and research 

7.1. Market research – way forward  

We have not progressed any further than the work that was done by Promar. The Geographic 

Indications issue will tie into this and have some input in market research possibilities going 

forward. 

 

7.2. Possible shows to attend & exporter material given at stall 

The attendance of trade shows was discussed and there was a strong feeling that it is a waste 

of time for our industry, because we are not doing it on a big enough scale. The current process 

of getting business cards in not worth our while. 

 

The plan for 2015 is to do only one show, but to do it big and do a national pavilion. It was 

planned for the IFTEX in Nairobi, Kenya, in June 2015, but the IFTF in Holland in November 2015 

can also be an option. The idea is that the exporters themselves attend these shows to do 

business, because SAFEC cannot do it for them. 

 

The possibility of creating a digital platform instead of spending money on trade shows was also 

discussed. Having a stand at a trade show still shows that the industry is not dying out and it’s a 

platform for new cultivars to be showcased.  
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This will have to be discussed further, maybe in a smaller working group to decide how these 

shows will be approached. 

 

7.3. Promotion material & SAFEC loan  

The loan from CFSA was approved and we just handed in the 3 quotations from the service 

providers to DTI for approval. It will be the property of SAFEC. When the DVD material is 

finished we will work on the outlay of the brochure so that they can go together. 

 

The idea was a 10min DVD to hand out with the brochure and a 20min DVD that will play in a 

loop at the trade shows. It was felt that a 10 min DVD may be too long and that a shorter 3-

5min DVD would be more efficient. 

 

It was also decided that Cape Flora SA should be responsible for the script because the main 

exports comes from the Western Cape. It would also be better if the production can be delayed 

until September 2015 if it’s possible. 

Find out what the script looks like so far, the next steps, when production can start etc.  

            Action: Theunis Jordaan 

 

There are no plans yet for a product catalogue, but it was strongly suggested that we start to 

look into producing one. 

The development of the new SAFEC website was also approved and it is already being 

developed. It should be completed in January/February 2015. 

 

8. General 

8.1. Geographic indication 

Dirk Troskie with his colleague Bongiswa Matoti made a presentation on Geographic Indications 

and the window of opportunity that opened up for agricultural products in the negotiations of a 

new trade agreement with the EU and it’s on a first come first serve basis. This initiative is 

being driven by the Western Cape Department of Agriculture and it entails the protection of a 

certain product name connected to a specific area.  

 

The JMF members present felt that the industry should definitely make use of this opportunity. 

There is an open list for 30 South African product names that can be added to the list 

 

It was suggested that we convene a smaller sub-committee to actively address this issue. In the 

first quarter of next year a mini workshop should be set up with Dirk to take this further. 

Form a sub-committee.       Action: John Walsh & Theunis Jordaan 

 

8.2. P.magnifica / P.barbigera name change 

Marius reported that they got in touch with the Dutch people and it’s a very bureaucratic 

setup. Flora Holland decided that they are going to work through the company Floricode. They 
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said the only way the name can be changed is to go back to the taxonomists and ask them to 

change it back to barbigera, but they will never agree, so it’s not going to happen. 

 

8.3. Cape Flora SA logo on the export cartons 

In the past the SAPPEX logo has been used on the export cartons. The question was asked if 

there is any value in continuing and putting the Cape Flora SA logo on the cartons. 

It was suggested that the website address www.capeflorasa.co.za should also be added on the 

carton. The SAPPEX logo was not mandatory for the exporters. For the next season the new 

name will also be voluntary. 

There are about 4 carton manufacturers. They must be informed about the name change for the 

new Cape Flora SA logo. When the old stock runs out they can start to use the new name. 

            Action: Theunis Jordaan 

 

8.4. JMF Terms Of Reference (TOR) 

This was set up to help govern and direct the JMF. It’s a way in which the JMF should operate 

and interact with Cape Flora SA. John mentioned that it means accountability at quite a high 

level. It was suggested that a balanced scorecard or tool be developed to monitor the JMF to 

see if it is acting within the terms of reference or not, otherwise it would be meaningless. This 

must be taken up by Cape Flora SA. 

There were no objections to the TOR and it was accepted by the JMF. It will be sent out again to 

the industry to ask if there are any objections.  

Send terms of reference to industry.                 Action: Theunis Jordaan 

Develop monitoring system. Discuss on CFSA board meeting.      Action: Cape Flora SA 

 

9. Date of next meeting to be confirmed 

May 2015. 

 

 

 

__________      __________ 

John Walsh      Date 

Chair 

http://www.capeflorasa.co.za/

