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MINUTES OF THE FYNBOS JOINT MARKETING FORUM MEETING HELD ON 22 MAY 2014 

AT 14:00 IN THE HORTGRO BOARDROOM, PAARL 

 

 

Attendance:   John Walsh   Marius Huysamer  JP Snyman 

 Lynn Hoffman   Giel van Deventer  Wilhelm Rabe   

 Gerhard Malan   Nicky Esterhuyse  Carlo Pieterse 

 Bryan Michell   Karien Bezuidenhout  Beyers 

 Willem Verhoogt   Neil Hall   Simona Ivanov 

 Mariette Kotzé   Thea Visser   Rob Duncan 

 Theunis Jordaan   Michelle Ellis   JapieSteenkamp 

 Bronwyn Botha   Lesley Richardson  NicTreurnicht 

 

Apologies: Cino Gironi  Maryke Middelmann  Johan & Ella Scott 

 Peter Kastner  Guy Brooke – Sumner  Anton Rabe 

 Michel Koek  Dirkie Visser 

  

 

 

1. Welcome and apologies 

John Walsh welcomed everyone. 
 

2. Declaration of interests 

Fynbos JMF and its members are committed to comply with the provisions of appropriate legislation 

applicable to its activities and endeavours to conduct its business accordingly. 

Fynbos JMF is committed to an ongoing awareness of provisions of the Companies Act, competition 

and related legislation and a compliance program. 

Fynbos JMF will endeavour to expose and inform members on relevant aspects of related 

legislation. 

Fynbos JMF will encourage members to declare any conflict of interest which may arise during 

meetings and to raise any competition issues. 

Fynbos JMF will ensure that its meetings are held in a competition compliant manner. 
 

3. Approval of minutes and finalising of agenda 

The minutes of the previous meeting is approved. 

Mariette added a point – 7.4 Review of the variety lists from exporters.  

Marius added a point – 7.5 Post Harvest Innovation Fund. 
 

4. Matters arising 

4.1. Promotion material 

DVD: The DTI notified that they were not able to accept new applications until the 1st of May 

2014, due to their funds which were depleted for the financial year. R80 000 is approved of 

which SAFEC will pay 20% (R16 000), but it will thus have to wait until further notice. 
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Brochure: The same goes for the new brochure which will have to wait until new funds are 

available from the DTI. It will cost approximately R40 000 of which SAFEC will pay 20% (R8000). 

 

SAFEC Website: The website are not funded by the DTI, but there is a cash flow problem due to 

the DTI taking very long to pay out some of our claims and thus the delay on progress. 

An amount of R22 500 will be budgeted for this.  

 

The brochure will include all exportable flowers from SA and not just fynbos. John asked if it 

was possible for Cape Flora SA to help SAFEC with the cashflow constraints, since the projects 

are already approved and it’s just a matter of articulating the shortfall. The possibility of loaning 

money from Cape Flora SA can be discussed with the board. 

Theunis will communicate the decisions made by SAFEC to Cape Flora SA about the status of the 

material development. Adding on a poster with the development of the brochure will also be 

looked at as well as the posters from the Agricultural Research Council. Action: Theunis Jordaan 

 

4.2. EU duties / Quotas 

A point was raised at the special AGM about the potential non-utilization of the amount of 

product going into the EU during the quota period. The first tariff code 91805 is for fynbos and 

it was utilized 100% for the last 3 years. The second tariff code 91807 is for protea from Jan – 

end May and November – end December. These are not peak periods for proteas in the market 

and it might be unrealistic to ever utilize it fully. It stems from a trade agreement between SA 

and the EU. John will email the link to Theunis to distribute to the industry. This issue will also be 

tabled at the next Cape Flora SA board meeting for discussion to see how we can influence these 

trade agreements.                 Action: John Walsh and Theunis Jordaan 

 

4.3. Air vs. sea freight differentiation 

A query was raised as to non-differentiation for air and sea freight going into Holland 

particularly and whether the sea freight products on sea transport are affecting the perception 

of the price structures of air freight products in that same period and whether the exporters 

and importers in Holland are doing anything to differentiate products on what channel they 

come into Holland. 

Marius feels that flowers, the same as fruit, is a perishable product and if you handle it 

correctly, most of the flowers can be transported by sea. If you don’t have a cold chain then 

you shouldn’t use sea transport. 

Japie thinks this issue is more about the protocols of handling the flowers and that an option 

may be to look at a certain audit for this and a label to differentiate the product. 

The question was asked if the producers would be willing to submit themselves for a certain 

protocol audit what sea freight is concerned and there was a positive feeling about it as long as 

there is a definite benefit and it doesn’t cost too much. Local inspection agencies, like Procon, 

might be an option to look at. PPECB are contracted by DAFF to do the inspections for the fruit, 

but they won’t do a voluntary inspection. 

This issue will be given to the technical committee to look at the feasibility of a research project 

on the protocols.                         Action: Neil Hall 
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5. Information 

5.1. Review of past season 2013/2014 

Mariette Kotzé from HORTGRO made the presentation for the review of the previous season. 

The presentation is available on request. She also thanked Gerhard for all his input and hard 

work to help get the figures more presentable and accurate. 

 

From a marketing perspective it is important to start understanding the breakdown of the 

cynaroides, barbigera and geralton wax categories, since it will have an impact on how it will be 

marketed effectively and also on how producers will manage their increase in productions on 

these varieties. 

Another query is on the recording of the leucadendron, which form part of the bouquets, but 

are not recorded separately. There is only a mixed total. 

 

Currently veld products are not included in the levy. The statutory levy expires in June 2015 

when it will be looked at again to include the veld products as well. 

 

5.2. Export estimates 2014/2015 

Mariette Kotzé reported on the export and production estimates. The presentation is available 

on request. The number of stems going into the local market is not shown, but it seems that it 

is a significant number. Mariette is in contact with Multiflora to get some figures for the local 

market. If there are some disagreements with the estimates then Mariette can be contacted. 

 

5.3. Exchange rate 

The Rand is very weak at this stage. We are 12% weaker currently compared to last year the 

same time in week 20, so the Rand did strengthen a bit over the last couple of weeks. 

Compared to the Euro the Rand is 19% weaker and to the Pound the Rand is 23% weaker 

compared to last year the same time in week 20. 

 

5.4. General market feedback 

John gave two trend indicators from the Flora Holland database for the first 16 weeks of this 

year, which is not the entire industry, but it gives a representative view. For the first 16 weeks 

Flora Holland generated a revenue of 900million Euros, which is 1.7% lower than the 

corresponding period last year. A total of 4.2 billion pieces went through their facilities, which is 

an increase of 1%. This gives a trend of more stems, but less revenue. It is also reflected in the 

average price, in 2013 the average price across every category was 21.9 Euro cents. For the 

corresponding period this year it is 21.3 Euro cents. There is thus still pressure on the prices. 

Tonnage exported into the EU through Holland was a -4% for the first 16 weeks of this year. 

 

John mentioned from the figures that he has that there was an increase in export to North 

America for the first 16 weeks and for the far East there was a bit of a shrinkage in volumes 

exported as well as the average prices achieved. 
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John will give statistics to Theunis for circulation to the industry.    

                  Action: John Walsh and Theunis Jordaan 

 

6. Market development and research 

6.1. Market research – way forward 

The market research completed by Promar did not hail us any silver bullets and it still comes 

down to hard work since every country and market is different. John feels we should look at 

reliable and consistent fumigation methods so that we could increase our footprint into the 

markets of North America since we can’t ignore it forever, because we are running out of other 

options around the world. Karien Bezuidenhout is busy with a phytosanitary letter about spot 

inspections in the EU, which will be distributed to the whole industry to make them aware 

about this. The University of Stellenbosch is currently busy with research on post harvest 

treatment, but it’s more on controlled atmosphere and temperature changes. Research on 

fumigation techniques might become important. 

  

6.2. Possible shows to attend 

So far this year SAFEC has attended: 

 IPM in Essen Germany in January, but that was for the previous financial year of the 

DTI.  

 Seoul, Korea in April, which were not funded by the DTI, but sponsored by die SA 

Embassy in Seoul.  

Planned shows: 

 IFTEX in Nairobi, Kenya in June, which is also not funded by the DTI.  

 Crocus show in Moscow, Russia in September  

 IFTF in Amsterdam, Holland, in November 

 IFEX in Tokyo, Japan might be a third option to look at, but it’s not finalized yet. 

 

We are now only funded for 3 shows a year and not 4 anymore. Further shows will be discussed 

at the SAFEC board meeting on 26 May 2014. 

 

7. General 

7.1. Geographic indication 

This initiative is being driven by the Western Cape Department of Agriculture through their 

Market Access Forum and it entails the protection of a certain product name connected to a 

specific area, for example Karoo Lamb. Names to be protected (if any) for the fynbos industry is 

something which the industry will have to decide upon, e.g. “Protea”. If anyone wants to 

register a certain variety’s name for GI or want more information on this then they can contact 

Theunis. The government asked us if we are aware of any products/names that should be 

included.  It was decided to put a deadline for suggestions for next week Tuesday. 

 

Name suggestions included Cape greens, Cape flora, Fynbos and Protea. After list is compiled by 

the industry the Cape Flora board can look at it, before it’s submitted to government.   

                     Action: Theunis Jordaan 



5 
 

 

7.2. P.magnifica / P.barbigera name change 

Recently the product name of VBN auction-coded Protea magnifica cultivars has been changed 

from barbigera to magnifica.  The Dutch Legal Phytosanitary Authority (NVWA) asked Floricode 

to update the VBN database so export and import of flowers now takes place under the correct 

botanical name. 

 

Floricode now is confronted with complaints about this change. In general the complaint is: “P. 

barbigera is international the best known name and all parties involved would like to have the 

old name back”.  

 

One route is to go back and try to change the scientific name again, but they should have had a 

good reason to change it in the first place. Another route might be to contact Joan from DAFF 

and register P.barbigera as a trademark. Marius will take this issue further with her.   

                   Action: Marius Huysamer 

 

7.3. Cape Flora SA AGM 

The AGM will be on 29 August 2014, but the venue is not decided on yet. Inputs and 

suggestions from the industry are welcome. As a guest speaker someone from Multiflora could 

be considered. 

 

7.4. Review of the variety lists from exporters 

This is part of the information section. We are going to send the current form out to the 

industry and would like some suggestions on what should be differentiated and what should be 

added. The Leucadendron stems in the bouquets are one example as well as the split between 

cynaroides and barbigera.  Mariette will coordinate this and feedback can be given at the next 

meeting.         Action: Mariette Kotze 

 

7.5. Post Harvest Innovation Fund 

We’ve got funding from the Department of Science and Technology (DST) through the Post 

Harvest Innovation Fund (PHI). It will be a 70:30 ratio funding where DST will give 70% and Cape 

Flora SA gives 30%. The funds are for innovative technology applied to post harvest, eg. using 

controlled atmosphere treatment instead of fumigation. One example for research could be on 

the transport of air freight. Exporters who work more with the post harvest product can give 

suggestions for new treatments to Neil Hall 

 

7.6. Meeting intervals 

It was decided on two meetings per annum, one pre-season and one post-season. 

 

8. Date of next meeting to be confirmed 

The next JMF meeting will be at the AGM on 29 August 2014. 
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__________      __________ 

John Walsh      Date 

Chair 


