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           13 Oct 2016 

Dear Member / Geagte Lid  

 

Herewith an update of industry matters for your attention and information /  

Hiermee inligting in verband met die nuutste industrie verwikkelinge 

 

1. Cape Floral Kingdom Expo 

The Cape Floral Kingdom Expo 

took place from 18-21 Aug 2016 

at Mega Park in Bredasdorp. This 

annual event took place for the 4th 

time and attracted approximately 

7 000 visitors from all walks of life. 

Cape Flora SA attended the expo 

as one of the 40 exhibitors and 

showcased some of our products 

that is exported all over the world 

but that also finds it’s way into our homes and businesses. The CFSA board also used this opportunity 

to host their quarterly meeting at this fynbos inspired venue.   

 

2. New Alternative Crop Fund projects 

The Alternative Crop Fund of Western Cape Department of Agriculture approved another two projects 

of CFSA for funding. In previous newsletters we reported on the Replant project as well as the 

Chemical Registration for Minor Crops. In this newsletter we would like to give you more information on 

the two new projects.
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a) Growth manipulations to increase product value for Leucospermum produced under South African 

conditions (managed by Eugenie-Lien Louw) 

An over production of short stemmed 

Leucospermum cut flowers in South Africa 

is experienced as a result of the cultural 

practices of disbudding, late pruning and 

some genetic traits of specific cultivars. The 

pricing structure of cut flowers is based on 

stem length, where short stems translate to 

reduced producers’ income. In addition to 

stem length, specific Leucospermum 

cultivars tend to produce twisted, non-

straight stems, which is also not 

marketable.  

In Leucospermum little information is available on the physiology of shoot extension and the 

timing of appendage formation. It is also unknown how the application of exogenous growth regulators 

may assist to increase stem length and how this practice may affect the inflorescence quality and its 

harvest time. It is not established why particular cultivars tend to produce sprawling stems and if the 

cause of this disorder is related to production practices or linked to hormonal control.  

The aim of this study is to increase stem length of a selection of Leucospermum cultivars to 

promote the production of high quality Leucospermum cut flowers for the export market. The objective is 

to target Leucospermum produced within a commercial disbudding system, with special emphasis on 

plants produced under warmer climatic conditions, within the Western Cape, where short stems 

production is most common.  ‘Soleil’ and ‘Succession’ will be used as models representing 

Leucospermum where after the findings will be expanded to specific cultivars such as ‘Jelena’ and ‘Vlam’ 

in which short stems often reduce the marketable crop percentage significantly.  

The well-known occurrence of crooked, sprawling stems as well techniques to prevent or control 

this undesirable growth habit will be explored on ‘Soleil’.   

This study aims to provide producers with suitable technologies and cultural practices to better 

align their marketing strategies with consumer demand and to increase the volume of long stemmed 

pincushions available for the Christmas market in Europe and other new markets. 

 

b) Minor crop registration of crop protection chemicals (managed by Dr Gerhard Malan) 



 

  

The Fynbos cut-flower industry is an export focused industry and is largely situated in the Western Cape. 

As the plantations are most often situated near to the natural environment of the plants, pest and disease 

pressure is enormous. The industry is faced with increasing pressure for Global-Gap compliance, which 

dictates that only registered agricultural chemicals be used. With fynbos being a minor crop it does not 

receive any attention from chemical companies concerning registration of products. Therefore the aim of 

this project is to get products registered for use on ornamental plants with specific label instructions for 

Proteaceae.  

 

In phase 1 of this project CFSA joined forces with Wenkem and selected the following chemicals for 

registration testing: 1) Fungicides: chlorothalonil, tebuconazole, pyrimethanil, pyraclostrobin; 2) 

Insecticides: mercaptothion, acetamiprid, abamectin, buprofenzin, indoxacarb.  In phase 2 of the project 

negotiation is in an advanced stage with Inteligro (who is now officially affiliated/partnered to Meridian) to 

do the trials in house with an appointed team. At present 15 chemicals from the critical needs list have 

been identified as available in the companies list and possibly to be included in the trials.  Inteligro is in 

the process of preparing a protocol and budget for the trials to be able to finalize the list, expected to be 

completed very soon. 

 

3. Changes to the CFSA Board of directors 

At the recent board meeting held in Bredasdorp a decision was made to appoint Anton Rabe as 

chairperson until Dec 2017, to give Lynn Hoffman the opportunity to be the chairperson of the Second 

International Ornamental Symposium to be held in Stellenbosch during Sept 2017. Lynn will keep 

serving on the board but will step down as chairperson from middle of Oct 2016. 

The Joint Marketing Forum meeting held on 31 Aug 2016 lead to the nomination of Francois Prins as 

second JMF representative to the board. Welcome Francois! We trust that you will enjoy making a 

contribution to the future of the fynbos industry. Francois’ farm is close to Salmonsdam in the Stanford 

area and is called Radynsdam. 

The position of the Southern Cape representative, previously filled by Japie Steenkamp, is still vacant.  

 

4. 2nd South African Post-Harvest Innovation Symposium 

 

 



 

 

The 2nd South African Post-Harvest Innovation Symposium is organised by the Fresh Produce Exporters’ 

Forum (FPEF) as part of its mandate to build a competitive fresh horticultural produce export sector 

through innovation and will be held at Spier Estate in Stellenbosch during 21-22 Nov 2016. The 

symposium will disseminate knowledge emanating from the current PHI programme of which 3 projects 

are focused on fynbos.  

On 21 Nov Dr Waafeka Vardien will deliver a presentation titled ‘Developing innovative pulse solutions 

and alternative technologies through understanding physiological processes critical to maintaining 

postharvest quality in Proteaceae cut flower stems’ and Dr Shelley Johnson a presentation titled ‘CATTS 

as a post‐harvest treatment for fynbos flowers and associated phytosanitary insect pests’ . On the same 

day the Master’s student Stenford Matsikidze will also do a short 10 min presentation on ‘Defining sea 

freight transportation conditions for fynbos cut flower products to align with new reduced energy 

consumption shipping technology’. 

The registration cost for attending 1 day of the symposium is R855 (incl VAT) and the deadline for 

registration is 7 Nov. Interested parties can email Retha Venter at reventer@netactive.co.za. 

This symposium will be of a very technical nature and therefore we would just like to mention that CFSA 

will organise a field day early next year where feedback will be given on all three of the PHI projects. So 

don’t worry if you won’t make it to Spier in time. 

 

5. New product list on the CFSA website 

One of the suggestions from the recent JMF meetings was to add a 

product list to the CFSA website in order to showcase our products and 

to inform possible buyers on the availability of these products. Since this 

is quite a mammoth task, we started off with images from Dr Gerhard 

Malan’s book, kindly made available to CFSA for use in this list. So 

currently all Protea, Leucospermum and Leucadendron products can be 

searched in a user-friendly manner on the website product list. The next 

step is to add the Greens and to add images of the final product, in an 

arrangement or used in some way by a floral designer. Depending on the 

popularity and use of the list it might also be that CFSA will in future invest in professional product photos. 

So please visit www.capeflorasa.co.za and send us your comments and suggestions. 

 

6. Upcoming events:  

- Cape Town Flower Show at The Castle in Cape Town: 27-30 Oct 2016 

- International Floricultural and Horticultural Trade Fair in Holland: 2-4 Nov 2016 
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- Free State Flower Festival in Parys:  17-18 Nov 2016 

- CFSA Board meeting: 15 Nov 2016 

- Second International Ornamental Symposium in Stellenbosch: 3-6 September 2017 

 

7. Further reading:  

Please visit the CFSA website Blog for a recent overview article that was published in Chronica 

Horticulturae: Cape Flora – a hidden treasure of the Cape Floristic Kingdom claiming its place as exciting 

international floricultural products. 

 

Vriendelike groete/ Kind regards 

 

Lynn Hoffman 

Chairperson/ Voorsitter 

 


